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Akkerman and Ismail. Russia returned Poti and Akhalkalaki to
Turkey.

The Treaty of Bucharest was a great victory for Russia. She was
now free to transfer her army from the Danube to fight Napoleon.

26. THE PATRIOTIC WAR OF 1812

Napoleon's Invasion of Russia. Besides the main forces of
his own army Napoleon hurled against Russia the armies of all the
conquered countries of Europe.

In May 1812 Napoleon set out in state from Dresden to join the
Grande Armee which was moving toward the Niernen River,

On the morning of June 12 (24), 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia
without a declaration of war. Tour columns of troops in an endless
stream began the passage of the Niemen. Napoleon was among the
first to cross the river, and together with the old guard he hastened
to a nearby woods in expectation of the opening encounter with the
Russian troops. But he found himself amidst deserted fields and vast,
silent forests. There was not a single dwelling or human being in sight.
The Russian troops had withdrawn.

The   Russian   army   numbered 180,000 men in all. An army 4
under Barclay de Tolly lay grouped about the border, on the Niemen; *
another, under Bagration, was in Southern Lithuania, and the third, ,
a reserve force, under Tormasov, was stationed in Volhynia. Taking
into account the movements of the scattered Russian armies Napoleon
decided to attack and defeat them piecemeal. His army of over 500,000
was overwhelmingly superior to the Russian in numbers.

The deficiencies of the Russian army3 inherent in the general
weaknesses of feudal Russia, were the incompetence of a considerable
section of the military command, a brutal system of discipline, and
pilfering and peculation on the part of army officials and commissariat
officers at the expense of the soldiers.

But Napoleon's army no longer resembled the French army of
twenty years before. It was no longer a French army but a huge all-
European army made up of forcibly recruited men of different nation-
alities speaking different languages and fighting for the alien objec-
tives of a French conqueror. The Germans, Italians, Swiss, Croatians
and, above all, the Spaniards hated Napoleon as the enslaver of their
countries. The soldiers were out for loot, and they started pillaging
as soon as they set foot on, Russian soil.

When Napoleon's army of half a million men invaded Russia Bar-
clay decided to retreat without accepting battle and to join Bagration's
army, which had already set out to meet him, From Vilno Barclay
retired to an entrenched camp at the hamlet of Drisa on the Dvina.
This camp had been built by General Fulle, an incompetent foreigner,